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Pherozeshah's activities on the platform and in the Council were
not to put a seal on his career. He had the good fortune of achieving
towards the end of his life two objects which were close to his heart.
One of them was the founding of a daily newspaper pledged to carry
out the policy of his party. It was the fruition of efforts which had
gone on in one shape or another for nearly a quarter of a century.
The Advocate of India had years before been the medium through
which Pherozeshah had attempted to carry on political propaganda,
and he had assisted the paper and its editor substantially. The
arrangement, however, had soon fallen through, and when the
Gazette and the Advocate went over to the enemy, Bombay had to
listen to the voice of the three English dailies chiming in unison and
silencing every other note. At the time of the Caucus, when The
Times of India was conducting an infamous campaign against the
'Boss,' it was felt as a serious disadvantage that there was no English
daily to counteract its mischievous propaganda. A movement was
thereafter set on foot to boycott the Times, and to provide Bombay
with an organ of Congress opinion. Patriots, however, are often un-
willing to put their hands in their pockets, and the project lan-
guished for want of the requisite capital Later on, negotiations were
conducted for the purchase of the Bombay Gazette, which, however,
came to nothing, owing to the opposition of one or two of the
Directors of that paper, who did not want it to go into the hands of
a Party with which they had no sympathy.
Ultimately, Pherozeshah and his friends succeeded in launching a
new journal into existence, and The Bombay Chronicle saw the light
of day in April 1913. Edited by an exceptionally able writer, it soon
became a power in the land. The firm direction exercised over its
policy by Pherozeshah as Chairman of the Board, while it added
weight and dignity to its expression of opinion, prevented it from
straying into dangerous paths. Within a short time, it began to
exercise an enormous influence over public affairs, and more than
fulfilled the fond hopes of its promoters. Pherozeshah's interest in
the career of his pet child was intense, and his control of its man-
agement and policy entailed an amount of trouble and anxiety
which told on his health. But he cheerfully bore the burden, happy
in the knowledge that he had at length provided Bombay with a